THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
power ceased to have any value so far as preventing
war against Belgium was concerned.
We had no quarrel with Germany on any specific
point of policy. Morocco, the Baghdad Railway, and
all the other differences had been settled or were out
of the picture. Half a dozen statesmen most con-
cerned in the events have testified that Anglo-German
relations had not for years been as free from specific
differences as they were in 1914. There was no
demand which Germany felt she had to make (as to-
day she is making demand for more territory) and
which we felt we must refuse. One supreme and
final consideration moved that part of our public
opinion which is decisive in these things, as the same
consideration later moved the same kind of opinion
in the United States: Germany's victory in the War
would place us at her mercy, render nugatory that
'national defence' for which nations, any nation, will
give everything. German victory would, we felt,
place our most vital interests and rights in her keep-
ing, not ours, enable her to dispose of them at her
pleasure, at her discretion. More specifically, a
Germany which had annihilated France as a Great
Power, overcome Russia, opened the roads to the East
through the Slav territories, established complete
hegemony of Europe and the Near East, was in a posi-
tion to occupy, when she would, the Continental ports
of the narrow seas - such a Germany would have been
master of our policy; irresistible. (She proved to be
nearly irresistible, anyhow.) In any future dispute
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